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The International Society for Ethical Psychology and Psychiatry joins with other national 
and international organizations in calling on the American Psychological Association 
(APA) to respond directly and transparently to the claims in James Risen’s new book, 
Pay Any Price: Greed, Power, and Endless War. We also call for an independent 
investigation into these allegations. Using primary sources, Risen has documented that 
the APA colluded with the CIA and White House officials to craft policy that stacked the 
deck to allow psychologists’ participation in the torture of enemy combatants by the 
U.S. Government, euphemistically known as “enhanced interrogations”.  

ISEPP is aware of APA’s response to Risen’s book; however, that response does not 
directly address his claims and instead misdirects attention away from these serious 
allegations. The APA states, “...the association has taken numerous steps in the last 
decade to reiterate our strict prohibition against torture, ensure that all psychologists 
and federal officials were aware of the policy, and address any misconceptions about 
our position.” Still, the APA has yet to hold accountable any psychologists who were 
involved in torture, the most recent example is their refusal to investigate Dr. John Leso 
for his clear participation in these unethical behaviors. It is also unknown whether 
anything of substance has changed regarding psychologists who are currently 
providing support to these torturous interrogations.  

The APA is the only remaining professional association of its kind that has not yet 
prohibited its members from having any role in the intelligence-gathering interrogations 
at Guantanamo Bay and other black sites. The American Psychiatric Association and 
the American Medical Association, have long since issued such a prohibition, while the 
APA continues to fight hard in retaining its long-standing historical ties with the U.S. 
Department of Defense and U.S. intelligence agencies.  

We urge all who are similarly concerned about maintaining an ethical psychology 
profession to join us in calling on the APA to transparently respond to Risen’s book, 
and to demand an independent investigation. Continued obfuscation by the APA will 
erode the profession of psychology, and continue to damage APA’s standing as the 
premier national organization for psychologists.  

 

 

 

 


